Utilizing Composted Jatropha & Neem cake and Tobacco Waste to sustain Garlic yields in Indo-Gangetic plains by Balraj Singh, Shivani Chaturvedi, Ashwani Kumar,
               Journal of Phytology 2009, 1(6): 353–360  ISSN: 2075-6240  
               © Journal of Phytology, 2009                                                                 Available Online: www.journal-phytology.com 
 
REGULAR ARTICLE 
UTILIZING COMPOSTED JATROPHA, NEEM CAKE AND 
TOBACCO WASTE TO SUSTAIN GARLIC YIELDS IN                     
INDO-GANGETIC PLAINS 
 
Shivani Chaturvedi1, Ashwani Kumar1, Balraj Singh2 
1Centre for Rural Development & Technology, Indian Institute of Technology, Hauz Khas,  
New Delhi – 110016, India 
2Centre for Protected Cultivation Technology, Indian Agriculture Research Institute,  
New Delhi -110 012, India 
 
SUMMARY 
The effect of composted Jatropha de-oiled cake, neem de-oiled cake and tobacco waste on 
morphological parameters like maximum leaf length, number of leaves, fresh and dry 
weight of bulb and yield was studied for Garlic (Allium sativum L.). Trials were conducted 
on field plots under the RBD design. The parameters recorded for plants grown on soil 
treated with composted organic fertilizer treatments were compared to those recorded for 
plants grown on chemical fertilizer treated soil and control. The results showed that the 
application of 2 tones per hectare mixture of composted Jatropha cake and tobacco waste 
(in ratio 2:1) resulted in an increase of 22.88 % in fresh bulb weight, 29.52% in dried bulb 
weight per plant and 18.3% in average yield of bulb as compared to control. This yield 
enhancement was significantly higher than control and comparable to that recorded for 
plants grown on soil treated with chemical fertilizers. The significant increase in garlic 
yield on application of composted Jatropha cake and tobacco waste is due to the 
availability of higher amount of nutrients, especially the macronutrients like nitrogen and 
potassium. Thus, Jatropha cake and tobacco waste based organic fertilizer application 
enables sustainable agriculture with yield enhancements and is a viable alternative to 
synthetic inorganic fertilizers. 
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1. Introduction 
Organic farming is not an end in itself, but it 
is one of the ways to maintain soil health while 
retaining the productivity levels. The era after 
green revolution has witnessed rising levels of 
environmental pollution due to excessive use of 
agrochemicals and fertilizers, threatening our 
fragile ecosystem. Therefore, to make farming 
sustainable, it is essential that eco-friendly 
technologies, which can maintain soil health and 
increase the agricultural productivity, are 
developed and made available to the farmers. 
Organic farming conserves soil fertility and 
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contains soil erosion through implementation of 
appropriate sustainable conservation principles. 
Organic farming is a method of farming 
which avoids or largely excludes the use of 
harmful chemicals such as chemical fertilizers, 
pesticides and herbicides and depends on use of 
natural resources such as organic matter, 
minerals and microbes to achieve enhanced 
productivity levels while preserving the 
environment and ecological balance. Organic 
farming systems rely on large scale application of 
animal wastes or FYM, compost, crop rotation, 
crop residues, green manure, vermicompost, 
biofertilizers VAM, bio pesticides and biological 
control. Recently, one of the co-author reported 
the better role of vermicompost over fym in 
increasing biomass yield and also supported the 
role played by co-inoculation of Azotobacter and 
arbuscular mycorrhizal (AM) fungi in alleviating 
salt stress in Jatropha curcas [1]-[2]. 
The de-oiled seed cake of Jatropha is a major 
by-product of the Bio-diesel extraction process. It 
is estimated that each hectare of Jatropha 
plantation will produce 1000kg seedcake/ 
hectare crop Mahanta et al., [3]. The cake is rich 
in nitrogen (3.2%) and phosphorus (1.4%) & 
potassium and can be used as manures [4]-[5]. 
Similarly, the de-oiled seed cake of neem has also 
been associated with significant improvement in 
the growth of mungbean and chickpea [6] and 
when combined mahua resulted in improvement 
in plant growth of pea [7]. Waste from tobacco 
industry could be mixed with inorganic 
fertilizers or used as raw materials in composting 
[8] and its addition to tomato crop enhanced its 
growth [9].  
Even though the above mentioned bio-
wastes have shown tremendous potential for 
being used as organic fertilizers, but there is a 
dearth of studies on their impacts on commercial 
crops like garlic. Further, lack of tailored crop 
specific recommendations have also limited their 
commercial exploitation. If crop specific organic 
fertilizer formulations are developed that can 
enhance yields comparable to inorganic 
fertilizers, then they can be used as viable 
alternatives to inorganic fertilizers. 
In present work, the effect of application of 
Jatropha cake, neem cake, tobacco waste and FYM 
on growth and productivity of Garlic crop was 
investigated along with a comparative analysis 
with soil, which was unfertilized (control) and 
treated with chemical fertilizer. The objective 
was to develop tailored organic fertilizer 
formulations from bio-wastes for garlic crop for 
use in farms as a commercially viable alternative 
to chemical fertilizers. 
2. Materials and Methods 
Waste used and processing methods adopted 
Jatropha and Neem cakes were procured 
from a local bio-diesel extraction expeller unit 
situated at NBRI (National Botanical Research 
Institute), Lucknow. The dried tobacco waste 
was obtained from a local processing unit „Sanjay 
Jarda Factory‟ situated at Chottashah Alamroad, 
Shahdatganj in district Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, 
India. Prior to use, the dried Jatropha, neem and 
tobacco waste were composted by grounding 
with a hammer mill and then allowed to 
decompose in separate containers for one year. 
Watering was done at ten days intervals in 
winters and five days intervals in summers. 
During watering, turning of the wastes was also 
carried out. Composting was carried out to 
facilitate rapid release of nutrients to the crop. 
 
Location of Experiment and description of 
composts use for treatments of soil 
The study was conducted during winters of 
2006-07 at NBRI, Lucknow, India (27.10°N and 
81.13°E) in Randomized Block Design (RBD). 
The four different organic fertilizer and 
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nitrogenous fertilizer (120 kg per ha of urea) 
treatments were applied on soil of Aurawan, 
Luknow. A control (unfertilized) soil was also 
used for the experiment. 
The composted form of Jatropha cake, neem 
cake and tobacco waste of various formulations 
were applied at 2 tonnes per hectare and FYM 
was applied at 12 tonnes per hectare on the 
Garlic crop. The application of 120 kg ha-1 of 
urea as chemical inorganic fertilizer was based 
on the recommendation of National Botanical 
Research Institute, Lucknow, booklet and the 
doses of composted formulations and FYM were 
in a manner  that they would provide equivalent 
amount of nitrogen to the soil. The organic waste 
composition used under various treatments is 
given in Table 1.  
Table 1. The de-oiled quantities used in each treatments used for crop of Garlic 
Treatment The organic fertilizer formulations The Nitrogen 
Availability (Kg per 
hectare) 
T1 Control, normal garden soil without any fertilization  
T2 Farm yard manure (FYM) 12 tonne ha-1 crop-1              60   
T3 Jatropha de-oiled composted cake 2 tonne ha-1 crop-1              59 
T4 Neem de-oiled composted cake 2 tonne ha-1 crop-1               54 
T5 Jatropha de-oiled composted cake+ Tobacco waste (in ratio 2:1) 
2 tonne ha-1 crop-1 
             54 
T6 Urea 120 kg ha-1 crop-1              55 
 
The field plots of 6 m2 (3m x 2m) were 
prepared and three such plots were used for 
each of the treatment (i.e. altogether 18 plots). 
Garlic seedlings were planted at a spacing of 15 x 
10 cm and two crops were taken. The urea 
fertilizer as well as organic fertilizers treatments 
was given as top dressing after five weeks of 
planting. The plots were manually weeded on 
third, fifth and eighth weeks after planting. 
Watering was carried out once in ten days. 
 
Measurement and Analysis 
The Jatropha cake, neem cake, tobacco waste 
and FYM were analyzed for their respective 
nutrient contents. Soil samples were randomly 
taken from the entire field at depths of 0-15 cm 
and 15-30 cm respectively before planting or 
fertilizer application. They were stored in 
polythene bags, air dried and sieved with a 2 
mm sieve for routine analysis. The soil pH was 
determined with the help of a pH meter. 
Acidity was measured from 0.1 M HCl 
extracts by titrating with 0.1 M NaOH. The 
percentage of nitrogen was determined using 
kjeldahl method [10], phosphorous using a 
Spectrophotometer, potassium and calcium 
using flame photometer and micronutrients 
using an Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer 
[11] . 
Out of the available 80 plants plot-1 (on an 
average), 5 plants were selected randomly from 
each plot for measuring and recording 
morphological parameters like maximum leaf 
length in cm (from stem base to the end of 
lamina), leaf numbers per plant and fresh bulb 
yield. The garlic bulbs were harvested at fresh 
marketable stage after 18 weeks of planting. This 
was done by lifting the complete crop from the 
soil using hoe and then air drying for 9 weeks 
under shade. The average fresh bulb and dry 
yield were determined from data of the complete 
plot recorded after the harvest. 
 
Statistical Analysis 
The data collected was subjected to statistical 
analysis by one way analysis of variance 
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(ANOVA) using SPSS Windows (version 10.0). 
Statistical significances were defined at 5 % level. 
3. Results and Discussions 
The nutrient composition of the organic 
fertilizers used for the experiments is given in 
Table 2. Further, the key nutrients supplied to 
soil under various treatments are given in table 1. 
The compost prepared from Jatropha cake and 
neem cake had the highest nutrient status with 
respect to NPK. Amounts of most micro 
nutrients differed between various composts. For 
instance, Jatropha cake is also relatively high in 
micronutrients like iron while tobacco waste is 
rich in calcium and copper. The chemical 
properties of the soil before the respective 
treatments are presented in Table 3. The yield 
and morphological parameters recorded for 
garlic crop under various soil treatments are 
given in Table 4.  
 
Table 2. The chemical composition of organic waste used for cultivation of Garlic 






Jatropha de-oiled cake 2.95 0.83 1.0 0.65 785 47.5 26.4 
Neem de-oiled cake 2.7 1.08 0.95 0.65 862 29.5 13.4 
Tobacco waste 2.1 0.8 0.63 160 175 22 46 
 
Table 3. Chemical characteristics of soil before planting Garlic crop 
Soil parameters Values 
Soil pH 8.6 ± 0.10 
EC millimose cm-1 0.19 ± 0.002 
Organic matter (%) 0.59 ± 0.01 
Total N (µg/g) 610 ± 0.015 
Total P (µg/g) 615 ± 0.006 
Total K (µg/g) 243.66 ± 7.76 
Mg( µmolcg-1 soil) 3.3 ± 15.27 
Ca ( µmolcg-1 soil) 3.8 ± 2.00 
Na ( µmolcg-1 soil) 83.2 ± 10 
 



























T1 53.10 7.27 22.03 9.01 23.47 7.60 
T2 52.73 7.33 23.78* 9.60 24.89 10.40 
T3 54.60 7.60 24.68* 9.67 26.44* 7.40 
T4 53.67 7.53 24.39* 9.134 21.39 9.20 
T5 54.53 7.80 27.07* 11.67* 27.81* 9.30 
T6 54.22 7.80 26.39* 10.82 26.53 8.70 
 
Difference was significant as compare to the corresponding control values (T1) at 5% significance level 
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The percentage increase or decrease in the parameters recorded with respect to control is given in 
Figures 1 to 6. The results revealed that there were insignificant differences in average maximum leaf 
length and average leaf numbers per plant for various treatments as compared to the control. 
Figure-1: Percentage change in Average Maximum 
leaf length for Garlic plants grown under various 









Fig. 2. Percentage change in Average Maximum 
leaf numbers for Garlic plants grown under various 









Fig.3. Percentage change Average Fresh Weight per 
bulb for Garlic plants grown under various 









Fig. 4. Percentage change in Average Dry Weight 
per bulb for Garlic plants grown under various 







Fig. 5. Percentage change in Average Yield of 
Fresh Garlic plants grown under various treatments 









Fig. 6. Percentage change in Average Yield of Dry 
bulb for Garlic plants grown under various 








The results related to average bulb weights 
revealed that for all the treatments (T2 to T6), the 
average fresh weight per bulb was significantly 
higher than control. However, treatment T5 
recorded the highest increase of 22.88% over the 
control followed by T6 with 19.79%, T3 with 12%, 
T4 with 10.71% and T2 with 7.94%. This might be 
on account of synergistic effect of organic 
manure by supplying of nutrient elements to the 
plant and also by improving soil physical 
characteristics [12-14]. The favorable effect of 
early nitrogen fertilization on garlic yield has 
already been demonstrated through extensive 
field trials [15- 18]. This effect can be interpreted 
in terms of an increase in foliar growth which 
ensures a higher photosynthesis potential and 
then promotes the synthesis and accumulation of 
reserve carbohydrates in the garlic bulb.  
The randomly selected samples of fresh 
bulbs were then dried and the dry weights were 
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measured. The results revealed that T5 recorded 
highest percentage increase of 29.52% over the 
control. This increase was comparable with that 
recorded for garlic grown on chemical fertilizer 
which was 20%. Increase was also recorded for 
treatments T2, T3 & T4, however these were 
insignificant. The earlier researchers have 
indicated that yield advantages of the organic 
manures over inorganic fertilizer obtained in 
experiment were probably due to the effects of 
the organic manures in improving the physical 
characteristics of the soil [14] and to their supply 
of the macro and trace elements not contained in 
the inorganic fertilizer. Jaramillo [19] had 
showed the significant beneficial effects of the 
trace elements Fe, Zn and B on tomato fruit yield. 
The average yields of dry and fresh bulb 
weight were recorded using the data recorded 
after harvesting the complete crop. Similar 
results were achieved for average yields of fresh 
garlic bulb with 18.3% increase corresponding to 
T5 as compared to the control. The highest 
increase for yield of dry bulb was, however, 
recorded for T2 (FYM treated soil) which was 
36.84% followed by T5 with 22.37% and T4 with 
21.05%. Agarwal et al., [20] observed the 
beneficial effect of nutrients like nitrogen and 
phosphorus on plant growth and yield of moong 
and bean. Similarly, Levizou and Manetas [21] 
also observed that a high nutrient level of NPK 
improves the growth in Phlomis fruticosa. 
Bogatirenke [22] recorded a yield of 
91centners/ha by using 40 tonnes of FYM as 
compared to 79 centners from the untreated field. 
In Brazil, Pereira [23] however obtained highest 
yield (7067kg/ha) with 20 tonnes compost/ha 
which decreased to 6800kg/ha at 50tonnes 
compost/ha. The seed cake was found to be 
biodegradable when used as organic manure. 
Similarly, neem oil cake was found to have a 
high NPK content with NPK percentage 
reported as 5.2, 1.1-1.5 and 1.5-1.7 and has been 
recommended for use as a fertilizer for 
enhancing the soil productivity. 
Tobacco waste addition to tomato crop has 
earlier shown to enhance the growth [9] and also 
significantly increase the N-content of wheat 
straw and wheat grain [24]. Application of 
tobacco waste to alkaline soils was found to 
improve both soil conditions and nutrient 
concentration of soil [25]. 
The above results indicate that treating the 
soil with 2 tonnes per hectare of composted 
Jatropha cake and tobacco waste in the ratio 2:1 
has resulted in a significant increase in yield, 
weight of fresh bulb and dry bulbs. The increase 
is more significant in case of average dry weight 
per bulb. Furthermore, the increase in yield is 
comparable to that achieved through application 
of chemical fertilizers. Even though the past 
studies have demonstrated that bio-waste 
applications improve yields, however, tailored 
crop specific formulations have not yet being 
developed. The present study has, however, 
successfully demonstrated that application of 
crop specific organic fertilizer formulations to 
soil can result in yield enhancement comparable 
to chemical fertilizers. Since these organic 
fertilizers have been developed from wastes of 
the bio-diesel extraction process and tobacco 
industry, they thus offer a sustainable, 
commercially viable and cost effective alternative.  
4. Conclusions 
This study clearly demonstrated that the 
optimal use of composted Jatropha deoiled cake, 
Neem cake and Tobacco waste formulations 
leads to the desired increase in yields of the 
Garlic crop. Use of Bio-wastes in a composted 
form as organic fertilizer not only ensures 
sustainable development but also reduces the 
cost of farming. These tailored formulations 
developed for garlic crop can be 358 
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commercially propagated and popularized as a 
viable alternative to chemical fertilizers. 
Acknowledgements 
The authors are highly grateful to National 
Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow and 
Indian Institute of technology Delhi for 
providing research facilities. The project is under 
the financial support of Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), New Delhi. 
References 
1. Kumar Ashwani, Sharma Satyawati, 
Mishra Saroj. 2009a. Effect of alkalinity 
on growth performance of Jatropha curcas 
inoculated with PGPR and AM fungi. 
Journal of Phytology, 1(3): 177-184. 
2. Kumar Ashwani, Sharma Satyawati, 
Mishra Saroj. 2009b. Application of 
farmyard manure and vermi-compost on 
vegetative and generative characteristics 
of Jatropha curcas. Journal of Phytology, 
1(4): 206-212. 
3. Mahanta, N., Gupta, A. & Khare, S. K. 
2008. Production of protease and lipase 
by solvent tolerant Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa PseA in solid-state 
fermentation using Jatropha curcas seed 
cake as substrate. Bioresource 
Technology, 99: 1729-1735. 
4. Openshaw, K. 2000. A review of Jatropha 
curcas: an oil plant of unfulfilled Promise. 
Biomass and Bioenergy, 19: 1-15. 
5. Keremane, B.G., Hegde, GV. & 
Sheshachar 2003. Jatropha curcas: 
Production systems and uses. BAIF, 
Tiptur. 
6. Tyagi, S.A. & Alam, M. M. 1995. Efficacy 
of oil-seed cakes against plant parasitic 
nematodes and soil-inhabiting fungi on 
mungbean and chickpea. Bioresource 
Technology, 51: 233- 239. 
7. Goswami, B.K. & Prameela, T. 1993. 
Comparative efficacy of neem and 
mahua oil seed cakes and a clay dust 
“ABCD” against root knot nematode 
infecting pea, Indian Journal of plant 
protection, 21(2): 245-246. 
8. Adediran, J.A., De, B.N., Mnkeni, P. N. S., 
Kiekens, L. , Muyima, N. Y. O. & Thys, A. 
2003. Organic waste materials for soil 
fertility improvement in the border 
region of the Eastern Cape, South Africa. 
Biological agriculture & horticulture, 20: 
283-300. 
9. Akhtar, M. & Alam, M. M. 1993. 
Utilization of waste materials in 
nematode control. A Review. 
Bioresource Technology, 45: 1-7. 
10. Jackson, M. 1964. Analisis quimico de 
suelos, omega, Bs. As. 
11. AOAC 1970. Official Methods of 
Analysis, 12th ed. AOAC, Arlington, VA. 
Augusti, K.T., 1977. Indian Journal of 
Experimental Biology, 15: 489-90. 
12. Jackson, W.A., Leonard, R. A. & 
Wilkinson, S. R. 1975. Land disposal of 
broiler litter changes in soil K, Ca and 
Mg. Journal of Environmental Quallity, 4: 
202-206. 
13. Weil, R.R. & Kroonje, W. 1979. Physical 
conditions of Davidson clay loam after 
five years of poultry manure application, 
Journal  Environtal Quality, 8: 387-92. 
14. Mbagwu, J.S.C. & Ekweator, G. C. 1990. 
Agronomic potential of brewers spent 
grains. Biological Wastes, 34: 335-47. 
15. Escaff, M.G. & Aljaro, A.U. 1982. Dos 
ensayos sobre el effecto del nitrogenoy 
fosforo en ajorosado. Agriculture Tee, 42: 
143-147. 
Shivani Chaturvedi et al./J Phytol 1 (2009) 353-360 
 
16. Ruiz, R.S. 1985. Ritmo de absorcion de 
nitrogeno y fosforo y respuesta a 
Iertilizaciones NP enajos. Agriculture 
Tee, 45: 153-158. 
17. Buwalda, J.G. 1986a. Nitrogen nutrition 
of garlic (Allium sativum 1 L.) under 
irrigation. Crop growth and 
development. Scientia Horticulture, 29: 
55-68. 
18. Buwalda, J.G. 1986b. Nitrogen nutrition 
of garlic (Allium sativum L.) under 
irrigation. Components of yield and 
indices of crop nitrogen status. Scientia 
Horticulture, 29: 69-76. 
19. Jaramillo, V. J., Munoz, A. R. & Cardona, 
P. F. 1978. Responses of tomatoes 
(Lycopersicon esculentum Mill.) to 
fertilizing with N, P, K and some minor 
elements in alluvial soils of Cauca Valley, 
Columbia. Revista del lnstituto 
Columbiano Agrospecuaria (Colombia). 
13 (3): 455-63. 
20. Agarwal, S.B., Rathore, D. & Singh, A. 
2006. Combined effects of enhanced  
ultraviolet-B radiation and mineral 
nutrients on growth, biomass 
accumulation and yield characteristics of 
two cultivars of vigna radiate L. Journal 
of Environmental Biology, 27 (1): 55-60. 
21. Levizou, E. & Manetas, Y. 2001. 
Combined effects of enhanced UV-B 
radiation and additional nutrients on 
growth of two Mediterranean plant 
species. Plant Ecology, 154: 181-186. 
22. Bogatirenko, A. 1976. Referativny I 
zhurnal. 9: 55-624. 
23. Periera, E.B., Fornazier, M.J., Souza, J., 
De, L., Ventura, J.A. & Nogueira, F.D. 
1987. Horticultura Brasilcira, 5:36-38. 
24. Brohi, A.R. & Karaman, M.R. 1998. 
Determination of the utilization of 
nitrogen from tobacco waste by wheat 
crop with 15N tracer technique. Turkish 
Journal of Agriculture and Forestry, 
22:593-600. 
25. Saltali, K. & Brohi, A.R. 1993.  The effect 
of tobacco waste on the soil 
characteristics and plant nutrient 
contents of alkaline soils. Bibliothecia 
Lichenogica, 50: 1-24. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
360 
